56 Ormly Rd., Ramsey,
Isle of Man. IM8 3LJ
31st.July 03

Dear MARGARET and GAY,

I thought you would be interested to know that I received
this accompanying invitation for having been over Hamburg on
that particular night of 24th.July 1943 when "WINDOW" was
first put into operational use.

This was the ‘'code-word' for a very ingenious anti-radar
device, in the form of short lengths of paper (approx.1"x8")
black on one side,aluminium on the other, which we dropped in
bundles, so that thousands fluttered down and confused the
defences on the approach to our objective.

The invention was so very successful that in a modified form,
as minute as a human hair, in the name of "CHAFF" has a very
important international use today.

There vere tventy-one ex-Bomber Command ‘old-timers
altogether, none of whom I had known before.

However, by the time we had spent a night in London,
travelled to Portsmouth for a conducted tour round the
Chemring factory, 1lunch, then back to London for an evening
champagne Reception, we were no longer strangers.

One person who came continually to mind throughout this tailk
of searchlights, bullets and shrapnel was , of course, your
own dear father.

He was the best pilot any crew member could ever have wished
to fly with !!

Earlier this year I visited "Bobby" Thomas, Tommy the
navigator's widow. She lives alone in Hatch End, London doing
all her own housekeeping, papering and decorating, repairs
and gardening. Her home is absolutely spotless, the lawn and
flowerbeds immaculate. She's a most remarkable person and
apparently works non-stop and ........She's Ninety-four/

Before going to London, I phoned 'Dickie' the Flight Engineer
in Cheltenham and learnt that his poor wife is now confined
to a wheelchair.

The rest of the Lancaster boys are all gone, their wives too.
I appreciate how incredibly lucky I have been to still be
alive, especially with a very charming partner Marian to care
for me.

Kindest thoughts to you both......




D | SOy [

\\-V\‘v\» V%LG‘MEI\A Vi ...-_.....,.._.. »

P e

06 \m\\.\, \wswx

SIYP U EIN G/ x }V
CEZ2 % R L o » X u;ﬁ

Sowol LLiTBUES Wi .wn«.\ [odsdedrmmunri /i

*

0T Ky HOR sy 000% X 7

.W.%.S»QS\\Q\»\ .Ww< ;o\\\,p\p\.mmo.,_w @mm:n\ IF PO .\\wm\n\ it 75
oo/ 2831 Ypif19 sV JHr9 by |, INED ..v?.\u. n 1z
-
ok g o
09 sy o sy g s

voww Xl PIINE Y \d x Q.ww.ﬂ

SeoE KysiguIpl TR % .w\\.m
SEWOZ \\\E‘&c wWoiGw %9/ 000 Y » & H
IV \:.uhkwe Hap v Q00 \ )

m.
ey gy eyt .ﬂ

Dapg ke S rossi P R R T
00| usy Yufe unkp T%s ke I IR S
Y ILSVINL T )
LEOIN v ("935 ‘SesToI0xo .boqnswm.wwwmﬂwn%a Jo symsaz Fuy 110 . zomg .oﬁﬂm&m@nﬁ TOOH m{ g

SUNIY, DNIATF

B Y I —

ke =




5109 SUIIIFY &) STITETIB J[Tew-d £ZT188 68HT0 “XVI

98P$98 6810 ‘IPL
HVL STOd siuey
A[PIUM
femyaeq 0S91

J1d dnoxp Surruray)
Yd122)S 19Ie3IRA] SIJAI

wd(¢ 03 mdpgr9
€007 A1 o, P7 AVASYNHL
uo
NOANOT ‘X TTIAVODId $Z1 ‘401D AV FHL
1e Py 2q 03
(J4VHD) :MOANIM; 4O FSN TVNOLLVIAJO LSHIA
a jo
AAVSAHAINNY ;09 293 HLVIFITID OL NOLLdHDTA
® 0] noA 3j1Aul
STANSVIANTAINNOD ONIMIWAHD ¥ J'1d dNOdD ONRINAHD
Jo
SHOLOTYIA ® NVAIIVHD HHL

‘dASHE




